
Parents, Guardians and Hawks,

The first semester is in the books and it was certainly eventful
and successful. Midterms and End of Course exams for our
middle school students have been completed and we are
eagerly awaiting the data from the district to continue
planning our instruction for second semester. Our elementary
students will continue with the i-Ready diagnostic in January.
This information is critical as we continually work to target
our instruction to the needs of each student in each class.

Report cards will be released on January 17, 2020 and I
encourage you to reach out to your child’s teacher at that
time to set up a conference to review progress and discuss
plans for the second half of the school year. Keeping the lines
of communication open is critical to the success of each child
and helps students to see that both the home and the school
are working together to support them.

Please note Friday, December 20th is an early release day,
with dismissal occurring at 1:50 pm. The Valley Ridge office
will be shut down beginning at 4:00 pm on Friday, December
20th for winter break. The office will reopen on January 3rd

(teacher planning day) at 8:00 am and we will look forward to
welcoming students back on Monday, January 6th!

December 2019



December 2019

In this issue:
1. Letter from our 

Principal

2. Character Counts! 
Celebrations

3. STEM Fair

4. Band Concert

5. VoV Winter 
Concerts

6. PBIS Reward

7. Family Bingo

8. Sock & Shoe Drive

9. Guidance Corner

10.Winter Camp

As we come to the end of the decade, I wanted to reflect on

the changes that have occurred over the last 10 years. Most
importantly, the opening of Valley Ridge Academy in 2014. It
has been a remarkable six years due to our amazing teachers,
staff, parents, and students! Without the efforts and
continued support of each one of you, we would not be
where we are today. Thank you again, and I wish you all a
safe and relaxing winter break!

Go Hawks!

Sandra McMandon



Kindergarten - Hanae Nagata, Ava Maddox,
Jack Hancock, Adrian Bushi, Palak Baria,
Benedetto Valerio, Dylan Noboa, Kash Bonner

First Grade – Oliver Valmont, James Dubocq,
Caden Thompson, Lizzy Gorelik, Kaleb Warren,
Brooklyn Bydlik, Lola Rice, Landon Muir,
Addison Reiner, Akil Kannan

Second Grade – Emma Blumberg, Lucas
Klabacka, Leah Noren, Addyson Knight, Nolan
Meunier, Adelyn Mumford, Amalia Lopez-
Esteban, Olivia Bishop

As part of VRA’s Character Counts!
Program one pillar of character is featured
every month. During the month of
November VRA highlighted the pillar of
CITIZENSHIP

Teachers and students discussed the
meaning of this important value:

Do your share to make your home,
school, community and greater world
better • Cooperate • Get involved in
community affairs • Stay informed; vote •
Be a good neighbor • Obey laws and rules
• Respect authority • Protect the
environment • Volunteer

On November 21st, VRA was proud to
celebrate elementary students nominated
by their teachers for exemplifying the
virtue of CITIZENSHIP

Thank you Hawks for your 
contribution in making  the 

world a better place!



Third Grade - Tenley Gammon, Ella Rae Weeks,
Sarah Dresback, Brianne Easterly, Ellie
Ostrander, Charlie Schmutz, Jocelyn Hohner,
Hudson Gunning, Erienne Scales

Fourth Grade - Leo Halman, Ethan Merritt,
Jayden Rocha, Sierra Whitlow, Troy Lewis, Carly
Young, Nate Bass

Fifth Grade - Alison Lechtrecker, Keira
Davidson, Thiago Lopez, Samantha Iloa, Karis
Comeau, Spencer Krum, Alaina Modansky

The Middle School celebration for
Character Counts! CITIZENSHIP took place
at VRA on December 3rd.

Well done, Middle Schoolers! 
You are an amazing example 

to all your peers!

Sixth Grade – Andrew Lagos, Armando
Pepaj, Lauren Higgins, Eric Herbst, Piper
Crecco, Charlotte Garcia, Slater Roemhild,
Samantha Ingenito, Hayleigh Yeoman

Seventh Grade – Harmony Anderson,
Gabriela Aristiguieta-Salcedo, Brianna Niles,
Julia Procacci, Ana Myers, Franziska Kasten,
Taylor Willis, Aidan Biscardi

Eighth Grade - McKenna Scrivener, Ty'Asha
Hart, Aiden Hancock, Trinity Hale, James
Syme, Lily Mosser, Keeley Williams, Ellie
Mirgeaux





VRA held its annual STEM Fair on
December 5th. The purpose of this event is
to encourage and celebrate student
interest in STEM, with the primary goal
being to promote student use of science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
to solve real world problems.

Fourth and fifth graders carefully designed
and conducted their science experiments
over the past few weeks, and presented
their results to the community during the
STEM Fair.

Throughout the event students had the
opportunity to explore peer projects and
participate in fun science activities and
interactive exhibitions.

A panel of teachers evaluated each project
and selected the top 5 to represent VRA in
the upcoming St Johns County STEM Fair
to take place on January 11th, 2020.



Congratulations to our 
STEM Hawks!

Owen Randeau, 4th grade 
(picture unavailable)
Early Tsunami 

Adelynn Rosario, 4th Grade
Wet Wipes

Trevor Ruiz, 5th grade
Foods of the Future 

Lani Modansky, 5th grade
Microplastics

Corbin Lasko, 5th grade
Edible Straws 



Parents, students and
community members
enjoyed beautiful Winter
Concerts on November 25th,
December 9th, 12th and 13th.

The first Band concert of
the 2019-2020 school year
took place on December
10th.

Middle schoolers, led by
Mr. Burk, prepared a nigh
full of music and fun that
families truly enjoyed.

The Beginning Band (6th

graders) performance
included a demonstration
of students skill growth
and a showcase of their
favorite tunes.

The night continued on
with the delightful
performance of the 7th

grade Band, followed by
the 8th grade Band.

Congratulations to all 
our musical Hawks! 

The Voices of the Valley,
directed by Ms. Knoblauch,
have been busy over the
past month captivating
audiences with Holiday
music and cheer at the
Jacksonville Airport, Nease
High School and VRA.

Thank you VoV for the wonderful shows!



Save the date and get
ready to have some family
Bingo fun at VRA on
January 24th at 6 pm.

Permission Slips

Beginning Monday,
December 16th, you may
pick up a permission slip
from one of the following
teachers each morning
from 8:05-8:30am:
• Ms. Zitiello

(6th Grade - Room 604)
• Ms. Dresback

(7th Grade - Room 610)
• Ms. deRemer

(8th Grade - Room 613)

Would you like to attend a UNF women's basketball game as they 
take on Liberty University? You can enter a drawing to receive 

one ticket to attend the game, held on Monday, January 27.

How to Enter

Return your signed
permission slip, along with
25 Hawk Bucks to Ms.
Zitiello (6th), Ms. Dresback
(7th) or Ms. deRemer (8th)
by Friday, January 17.

Drawing

On Tuesday, January 21,
100 students will be
chosen at random to
receive one ticket to
attend the event on
January 27. Students who
are chosen will be notified
during their 1st period class
on Wednesday, January
22. Students not chosen
will receive a complete
refund of their Hawk Bucks.

More information 
coming soon!



Our 5th Annual Sock and
Shoe Drive will take place
the week of December 16th

-20th. We are hoping to
collect 100+ new or gently
used pairs of shoes
(children’s & adult sizes)
and 200 pairs of new socks.
All donations will be
directed to our sister
school, Southwoods
Elementary and the
Salvation Army in St.
Augustine.

Southwoods Elementary is a
Title I school where the
majority of their families
receive services and
assistance.

Southwoods Elementary
has been designated as a
“Community School” by the
School District, providing
services to the families in
that area beyond the scope
of a typical elementary
school.

Donations will be received
in the front office and in
Ms. Hill’s classroom (Room
408). Students who bring
donated items will receive
two (2) Hawk Bucks for each
donation.

Thanks in advance for any
help you can give in making
this effort a success!!!

This year our awesome
school counselors are
bringing the

HOME & SCHOOL 
CONNECTION NEWSLETTER

to our school to share with
all VRA parents, guardians
and caregivers.

This monthly publication
provides parents with
practical tips so they can:

• Make learning fun with 
simple activities

• Boost motivation and 
improve school success

• Build positive character 
traits

• Strengthen family life 
and enhance parenting 
skills

We hope you enjoy and 
take advantage of this new 
resource included in the 
next few pages. 












