Valley Ridge Academy School Advisory Council 
Meeting Minutes 
Monday, January 12 @ 4pm Location: Media Center 
Physical Quorum: ESTABLISHED
I. Call to Order: Samantha Calascione
II. Welcome
a. Motion was made to approve the minutes for December 2025.  The motion was seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
III. Review of Finances – 
a. SAC funds balance is $16,313.35
b. School recognition funds $116,062.79
IV. New Business
a. State Statues for SAC – Updated.  Ms. Calascione presented the updates for SAC from the new state statutes which are provided at the end of the notes.  Highlights of the updates were provided by the SJCSD.   Highlights are:  
i. A physical quorum of members, greater than 50% of the members, must be present in order to vote or move forward with any action items, including approving meeting minutes.
ii. Virtual participants/SAC members may take part in discussions but are not permitted to vote on action items. Members must be present to vote and to be considered part of the process.
iii. SAC Chairs must ensure that noticing is following Sunshine Law. 7 days for date of meeting, 3 days for agenda to be published.
iv. An addition, written by the St. Johns County School Board Attorney, will be provided to add to bylaws. 
v. After meeting the physical quorum requirement, all schools will need to ratify year-to-date actions.
vi. SAC meetings during school hours must have a way for zero contact with students.
b. As part of the new statutes, we must ratify all year-to-date actions.  Since a physical quorum was established, Ms. Calascione made a motion to “ratify and approve all actions taken at prior meetings of the Valley Ridge Academy SAC during the 2025-2026 school year.”.  The motion was seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
c. SAC Surveys will be going out in upcoming months.  The platform for this year’s surveys will be Microsoft Forms.  Ms. Calascione provided copies of the district required questions which are attached and requested input on other questions that should be added as VRA-specific questions.  Suggestions were made as follows. 
i. Add grade level of students to parent survey.
ii. What enrichment would you like to see at VRA?
iii. What is a positive experience at VRA that you would like to share?
iv. Other comments included asking about the grammar of question 1 on the faculty\staff questionnaire for clarification and clear communication on what personal information is being collected for confidentiality.
V. Principal Update: Ms. Gransaull
a. Ms. Fuller is currently on the 8th grade field trip to Washington, D.C. 
b. PM2 testing is completed except for make-ups.
c. There is a virtual School Budget Townhall open to all taxpayers tonight and Wednesday evening presented by Dr. Asplen.  The community is encouraged to join in the conversation. 
d. Please share your thoughts and ideas on marketing our school to prospective kindergarten parents in the area.
e. Thursday evening is the Teacher of the Year and Rookie of the Year banquet.  It is a lovely evening to celebrate with our teachers.   Ms. Pauline Harris is one of the top 5 finalists in the district.  Ms. Vizcarra is our Rookie Teacher of the Year.
VI. School Board Update: Ms. Kelly Barrera 
a. Education market is competitive and marketing our public schools is critical.  Our District is one of the best in the state with only 3 B schools.  We need to make sure the community is aware of all the wonderful things being done in our schools.
b. Ms. Barrera encouraged everyone to listen to the budget meeting.  She praised Dr. Asplen’s push for communication and transparency.
c. The district is creating an AI Input Taskforce.
d. The ESE department is presenting a program on the impacts of social media on mental health, and she encouraged everyone to make time for this valuable session.
VII. Closing Thoughts, Comments, and/or Questions: 
a. The next meeting will be held on Monday, January 12, 2026, in the Media Center at 4:00pm
VIII. Adjournment – 5:00pm.
a. Motion to adjourn was made to adjourn, seconded, and approved unanimously.


Next Meeting will be held on Monday, February 9th at 4:oopm in the VRA Media Center.
