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Rising Grade 7 Option Verification Sheet for 2016-2017
Child’s Name:  ________________________________________________________________




Please Print 

Last Name, First Name
At Valley Ridge Academy, we have a passion for meeting the needs of all children.

To that end, no matter your child’s needs, we will aim to reach his highest potential.
CORE COURSES – Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies
Children who score Level 1 on the 2016 FSA in Reading* will automatically be placed in Intensive Reading..
Children who score Level 4 or 5 on the 2016 FSA in Reading* AND have semester grades of As or Bs in Grade 6 standard courses or As, Bs or Cs in Grade 6 advanced courses, with teacher recommendation, will have three advanced courses available – Language Arts, Science & Social Studies (Civics).  Students can take one, two or all three of these advanced courses, if the criteria is met.  
If my child meets the criteria as stated above, I would like him/her to take ADVANCED courses in:  
(Please check all that apply)
_____ Language Arts 
_____ Science
_____ Social Studies (Civics)
______
We are not interested in advanced courses for 7th grade, but understand that advanced courses are still an option in 8th grade, if the criteria is met.
CORE COURSE – Math
Students will be placed in math depending on their 2016 FSA Math score* and Grade 6 final math average.
Children scoring Level 1 on the 2016 FSA in Math* may be placed in Intensive Math.
Children scoring Levels 1, 2 or 3 on the 2016 FSA in Math* will be placed in Math 2.

Children scoring Level 4 or 5 will be placed in Math 2 and Math 2 Advanced, based on grades and teacher recommendation.
Children scoring Level 5 AND As in Math 1 Advanced AND score 80% or higher on the district Algebra placement exam will be placed in Algebra 1 Honors.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

______
My child has a 504 Plan.

______
My child has an IEP.

______
My child is identified as gifted and has a current EP.  I understand that he/she will be placed in Language Arts 2 Advanced, Comprehensive Science 2 Advanced & Civics Advanced unless I request in writing standard placement for one, two or all three of these courses.

NON-CORE COURSES
Each student will receive three non-core courses.  
If a student is required to take Intensive Reading and/or Math the second and/or third non-core course will not be taken.  

1. Information & Communications Technology Essentials II – REQUIRED for all students.  This is a year-long course.
2. Beginning Spanish – REQUIRED for all students.  This is a year-long course.
3. Choice of Band* OR Physical Education (PE) and Art OR PE and Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and Learning (St. Johns Virtual School**) OR Art and Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and Learning (St. Johns Virtual School**).  Band is a year-long course.  Students in PE, Art, and/or Critical Thinking will receive one semester credit in their selected courses.
*Band requires a $125 fair share fee, along with the cost of purchasing or renting an instrument.
**Critical Thinking requires a teacher recommendation, as this is an independent class.
As his/her third non-core course, my child would like to take:  (Please circle one)

BAND     

PE AND CRITICAL THINKING
PE AND ART   
ART AND CRITICAL THINKING
VIRTUAL OPTION   (This is in addition to courses already offered at VRA.)
If you would like your child to take an online course during the school day, you must choose the course now, according to State Statute.  You will not be able to drop a course to add virtual after August 1st.  An online course taken during the school day does not have teacher support, only adult supervision.  Students are solely responsible for completing work and finishing the course on time.

______
I would like to make an appointment to discuss the virtual options including Florida Virtual School, St. Johns Virtual School, PLATO/Edmentum for my child.  

If permitted, I would like my child to take ________________________ virtually, in lieu of ________________________.
Blended with Gifted Students

Some students may be placed, or “blended”, into gifted courses, even though they are not identified as gifted, based on specific criteria.  The decision to be “blended” is made by administration and guidance.  This option varies from year to year based upon performance and availability.  

_______________________
I do NOT want my child considered for the “blended” option.

Parent signature




_______________________
I DO want my child considered for the “blended” option.  I understand
Parent signature 


that the decision is based on standardized test scores, grades and/or teacher recommendations.  Top FSA scores are compared with grades and recommendations.  Class size is reviewed, and if there is availability, students who qualify are placed in the class.  Due to changes in enrollment and student performance, students are not re-enrolled in “blended” from year to year.  Grades, scores and availability are reviewed annually.  

While we encourage students to take challenging and rigorous courses, we also acknowledge that our families have a life outside of school.  Please consider your course selections carefully, and ensure that you understand the course expectations.
Please realize that you are making a year-long commitment to these courses, and once enrolled we cannot allow your child to drop them.  
This Option Verification Sheet must be signed and returned your child’s Language Arts Teacher no later than Tuesday, March 15th.
*If a student is transferring from out of state, his/her placement will be based on his/her performance on the previous schools standardized test results, schools grades and teacher recommendations as appropriate.

As the parent/guardian of my child, I understand that the school will make final course placement decisions in late June after reviewing 2016 FSA scores*.  I understand that course options could change based on the needs of the students and the direction of the district.
______________________________

______________________________
Signature of Student & Date




Signature of Parent & Date
