
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

JANUARY 2018  

Parents, Guardians and Hawks, 

Welcome back from what I hope was a relaxing winter break for you and your family. As we 

turn the calendar to 2019 and begin the second semester of the year, I wanted to take a 

moment to celebrate the growth made by each student so far. Each day, I hear from teachers 

how much progress the students are making in both their studies as well as their 

social/emotional development. The positive effects of the Valley Ridge Positive Behavior 

Interventions and Supports (PBIS) can be seen daily throughout the school and really helps to 

make VRA a place where kids want to be.  

In terms of academic progress, the results of the second i-Ready diagnostic, as well as 

midterms, have been coming in and students should feel proud of their effort and 

performance. Our teachers have been diligently unpacking the data with their team 

members in Professional Learning Communities (PLC’s) to recognize areas of strength, 

identify growth targets, and reflect upon the effectiveness of instruction. As our teachers 

engage in the continuous cycle of growth embedded within the PLC model, they make plans 

for future instruction and collaborate to ensure the needs of all students are being met on a 

daily basis. I am proud of the work they have already done, and confident in the work 

forthcoming.  

The third quarter is often times the most critical juncture of the year and can be seen as a 

time of preparation to ensure all students are ready for district and state assessments that 

begin in earnest in March.  Each day, the critical information and standards based instruction 

provided in each classroom prepares students with the knowledge and skills necessary to 

meet their academic goals.  I would ask that you please make every effort to ensure that 

students are here and ready to learn for a full school day, every day.  There are few things 

more precious than time and instructional time missed is extremely difficult to make up.  

While we certainly understand that sometimes life events or illnesses occur, the importance 

of in classroom instruction cannot be overstated.  

I would like to welcome Deputy Grizzard to Valley Ridge as our new full time Youth Resource 

Deputy. Deputy Grizzard will be on campus as part of the ongoing improvements to safety 

throughout all schools in St. Johns County. He has already been working to get to know our 

campus, our teachers and most critically, our students! If you have questions regarding the 

placement of Youth Resource Deputies on campus or would like to know more about the 

ongoing safety enhancements at VRA, please feel free to reach out to Brian Gifford, Dean of 

Students, with your questions. Please join me and welcoming Deputy Grizzard to our school 

community! 

Go Hawks!    Mrs. McMandon, Principal 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORRIED ABOUT YOUR CHILD’S SHYNESS? 

Here is an informative article that may provide strategies you can use at home. Please follow this 

link:  https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/Pages/Shyness-in-Children.aspx 

 

 

Join Us for VRA Candy Land Literacy Night!  
 

 
  

Friday, February 1st  5:00-7:00 PM  VRA Cafeteria   
  

 

 
The Washington D.C. Trip 

Guidance Corner 

 

We want your child to be as successful as possible at school. Success in school is not just about 

reading and math. It is also about knowing how to learn and how to get along with others. Mrs. Dail 

has and will be visiting K-4 grade classrooms and uses the Second Step program in your child’s 

classroom to teach these critical skills. 

 
The Second Step program teaches skills in the 

following four areas: 

1. Skills for Learning: Students gain skills to help 

themselves learn, including how to focus their 

attention, listen carefully, use self-talk to stay 

on task, and be assertive when asking for help 

with schoolwork. 

2. Empathy: Students learn to identify and 

understand their own and others’ feelings. 

Students also learn how to take another’s 

perspective and how to show compassion.  

 3. Emotion Management: Students learn 

specific skills for calming down when 

experiencing strong feelings, such as anxiety or 

anger. 

4. Problem Solving: Students learn a process for 

solving problems with others in a positive way. 

 

If you have any questions about the Second Step program, please 

do not hesitate to contact me for more information. Thank you 

for supporting your child in learning the skills that lead to success 

in school and life. 

 

 

P.S. Make sure to join www.secondstep.org with the activation 

key SSP2 FAMI LY72 to watch videos about the Second Step 

program and get information about what your student is 

learning. 
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All students and families are invited to attend. Come and enjoy 

book bingo, fun photo booths, literacy games, book donation 

(bring gently used or new books to donate), book swap (bring a 

book to swap with a new one), prize drawings  (GRAND 

PRIZE will be a Kindle Fire eReader), and much more! 
 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/Pages/Shyness-in-Children.aspx
http://www.secondstep.org/


 

 

 

 

By Chloe Dresback 

The first day of our Washington D.C. trip was a rainy one at Mount Vernon. We walked into 

the Inn, umbrella and rain-coat clad, and had our first breakfast. Afterward, we were led onto 

the grounds of George Washington’s estate and gardens. The gardens and the property were 

stunning, even in the present weather. After touring the grounds we toured the Washington’s 

mansion. After leaving Mount Vernon we finally arrived in D.C.  We stopped for lunch at the 

Kennedy center then we checked into our hotel.  Our first day finished at Medieval Times, a 

jousting tournament.    

The second day in D.C. brought beautiful weather, sunny and in the 50s. The day began at 

Arlington Cemetery to see the Kennedy Eternal Flame, the Changing of the Guard, and the 

Arlington House. Four of VRA’s very own students; Kamryn Schultz, Evan Higgins, Tabitha 

Gottipatti, and Mary Slowik laid a wreath at the Tomb of The Unknown Solider. After lunch 

and a quick tour of the 9/11 Pentagon memorial, we traveled back in time to “Never Forget” at 

the Holocaust Museum and then drove to dinner at an Italian family-style restaurant, Buca di 

Beppo. Then, we went to D.C.’s newest attraction: The Observation at the CEB Tower. We 

explored the balcony with extravagant views of the city, then went for an illuminated tour of 

the Jefferson, FDR, and MLK Memorials.  

The third day began with guided walking tours of Washington’s monuments and memorials 

such as the Lincoln Memorial, the WWII Memorial and the Korean War Memorial. We 

continued the walking tour to see the White House and Lafayette Park and we were then off 

again to Newseum for lunch and exploring the history of news. We whisked back to the hotel 

to change for a night of dancing on a dinner cruise across the Potomac with our own personal 

DJ.  

The fourth day began with some students falling ill. The well students went to tour the Capital 

which began with a group photo.  We toured the Capital and even stopped into the Senate 

and House of Representatives galleries. Unfortunately, we missed the members being in 

session by 30 minutes. Walking through the tunnel brought us to our last stop which was the 

Library of Congress.  Finally, we headed out on the long bus ride home.   It was an amazing 

trip!   

 

Reflections of 

Washington D.C. 
 



 

 



   

 

 



 

 

Many thanks to our families and staff members 

who supported our VRA students 

Special thanks to our amazing chaperones: Ms Hudson, Mr Gifford, 

Ms Zaiser, Ms Frericks, Ms Santinho, Ms Poli and Ms Dresback   

Washington D.C. 

January 4
th
 – 9

th
, 2019  



 

Celebrate Literacy Week at VRA!  

January 28th-February 1st, 2019  

 
  

During the last week of January, VRA will celebrate literacy week, a national initiative that 

celebrates reading and literacy for all ages.  

 

Throughout the week, we will celebrate our accomplishments in reading and encourage 

students to become lifelong readers. Each day will have specific activities for varying grade 

levels: Literacy Essay Contest, Third-Fifth Graders: Interested students may participate in 

the literacy week essay contest. Students should write a five paragraph essay to answer the 

question, “What does reading mean to me?” Essays must be written on notebook paper or 

typed. First place essay will receive a $20.00 Barnes & Noble gift card, second place $15.00 

Barnes & Noble gift card, and third place $10.00 Barnes & Noble gift card. Submissions 

should be given to Mrs. Zielinski in the media center.   

 

Literacy is Sweet! Prize Drawing: Students in grades K-8 can purchase prize drawing tickets 

(1 ticket=1 Hawk Buck) for a chance to win a Kindle Fire eReader! The more tickets you 

purchase, the more chances you have to win!  Daily Events Monday, January 28: Crazy 

About Reading: Wear your craziest socks to show how crazy you are about reading and to 

kick off our literacy week celebration.  Tuesday, January 29: Reading Can Take You 

Anywhere: Wear a shirt from your favorite place that you have visited.  Wednesday, 

January 30: Wild About Books: Wear your hair in a wild way.  Thursday, January 31: 

Reading is better with a Friend: Dress like a friend to be twins. Literacy Parade: 

Kindergarten, first, and second grade students have the opportunity to participate in our 

yearly literacy parade and dress like a book character.  

 

Parades will take place from 8:45-9:45 in the parent pick-up loop/ parking lot (accessed 

through Greenleaf Drive):   8:45-9:00 Kindergarten   9:15-9:30 First Grade   9:45-10:00 

Second Grade  Friday, February 1: Hawks Love to Read! Wear your VRA spirit wear to 

support reading and literacy at VRA! All students and families are invited to attend our 

literacy event, VRA Candyland Literacy Night, in the cafeteria from 5:00-7:00 p.m. All 

students and families are invited to attend. Come and enjoy book bingo, fun photo booths, 

literacy games, book donation (bring gently used or new books to donate), book swap 

(bring a book to swap with a new one), prize drawings (GRAND PRIZE will be a Kindle 

Fire eReader), and much more! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=K%2bwM1LeB&id=4CBED724D9354ADC56951AB20F36A6F3F9B91781&thid=OIP.K-wM1LeB9XBkCzmK_UcoRQHaEW&mediaurl=http://images.all-free-download.com/images/graphiclarge/books_311384.jpg&exph=352&expw=600&q=row+of+books+images&simid=608032385416955542&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=K%2bwM1LeB&id=4CBED724D9354ADC56951AB20F36A6F3F9B91781&thid=OIP.K-wM1LeB9XBkCzmK_UcoRQHaEW&mediaurl=http://images.all-free-download.com/images/graphiclarge/books_311384.jpg&exph=352&expw=600&q=row+of+books+images&simid=608032385416955542&selectedIndex=0


 

 

       MEET LISA GRAFF AT VRA! 
 

 
 

Lisa Graff is the critically acclaimed and award-winning author of Lost in the Sun, Absolutely Almost, A Tangle of 

Knots, Double Dog Dare, Sophie Simon Solves Them All, Umbrella Summer, The Life and Crimes of Bernetta 

Wallflower, and The Thing About Georgie. Lisa Graff’s books have been named to more than 40 state award lists 

and have been touted as best books of the year by booksellers, teachers, and librarians. A Tangle of Knots was 

long-listed for the National Book Award in 2013.   

  

Lisa Graff will discuss her books, journey as an author, and the writing process with third-eighth grade students.   

Tuesday, January 15, 2019  Third-Fifth Grade Presentation  8:45-9:45, Cafeteria  Middle School Presentation 

1:20-2:00, Gym    

 

SUMMER MARINE SCIENCE PROGRAM 
Applications for the summer Marine Science Program will be passed out by science teachers at all schools 

during the week of February 11th.  Applications will be due back to science teachers by March 

5th.  Applications can also be downloaded at any time from the website prior to April 12th  at http://www-

grms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/ and click on the Marine Science link.  The link also will have a complete day by day 

curriculum for each grade level, parent information, and a video from last year’s program.   

This summer program is available to all students currently in grades five through seven and has been 

sponsored by the school district since 1982.  Three eight day sessions are held at Gamble Rogers Middle 

School with bus transportation provided.  The dates for the three sessions this summer will be May 29st 

through June 7th, June 10th   through June 20th, and June 24th through July 3rd.  Small classes of 12-14 

students are separated by grade level.  All instructors in the program are St. Johns County School District 

teachers. 

The Marine Science Program is a carefully designed experience for responsible students who are interested 

in learning about our local marine environments.  Learning is “hands on” in the field with students kayaking, 

canoeing, boating, hiking, snorkeling, sailing, windsurfing, surfing, SUP, (stand up paddleboarding), 

etc.  Specific grade level activities and curriculum are attached to the applications and are also available 

from the website. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww-grms.stjohns.k12.fl.us%2F&data=02%7C01%7CDonna.Kuntzi%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C2880fa2634a04ad53cf808d675b4107b%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C636825813579499361&sdata=bNtvj9DSQ4mQVZ4BZN%2F882ir2uvUmVQTMb7tReYhk9A%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww-grms.stjohns.k12.fl.us%2F&data=02%7C01%7CDonna.Kuntzi%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C2880fa2634a04ad53cf808d675b4107b%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C636825813579499361&sdata=bNtvj9DSQ4mQVZ4BZN%2F882ir2uvUmVQTMb7tReYhk9A%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=VCT/pZBJ&id=C0DEB8FBBE891723E89A12A2C933214FD9C04648&thid=OIP.VCT_pZBJdJRUFVBZc4YmoAHaLc&mediaurl=http://www.lisagraff.com/DOUBLEDOGpb_388x600.jpg&exph=600&expw=388&q=lisa+graff+books&simid=608051695595949874&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=t8nfyebQ&id=A507C706FB137458FBB488B7B99A437D3D261DF3&thid=OIP.t8nfyebQ_g07IoZ-AKdXQQHaLN&mediaurl=http://www.lisagraff.com/LostInTheSun_Finalrev_LR.JPG&exph=852&expw=563&q=lisa+graff+books&simid=608053585350429862&selectedIndex=4
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Lim7NECY&id=693AC1F65028BA7247C0746BB451B77409E862F1&thid=OIP.Lim7NECYECg1ODTJnq_7_gAAAA&mediaurl=http://covers1.booksamillion.com/covers/bam/0/14/751/013/0147510139.jpg&exph=400&expw=261&q=lisa+graff+books&simid=607987567461008930&selectedIndex=36


More information about the program can be had by emailing Kristina Bransford at 

marinescienceprogram@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Valley Ridge Soaring High Students 
Extend the Spirit in the Season of Giving 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         STARLING AT 
           NOCATEE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Soaring High Program students and staff volunteers traveled to Starling at Nocatee Health Care Center to spread 

some holiday cheer on December 18th.  Students of Soaring High spent afterschool time practicing how to meet and 

greet and visit with the residents, presented gifts to them, baked cookies at VRA and shared conversation time.  The 

students also sang a few holiday favorites and presented their Soaring High cheer.  Soaring High is a program of 

selected students who receive extra support academically and with communicative and social skills.  Soaring High 

aims to provide a positive environment in a bimonthly program at VRA and encompasses the needs of students in 

the program as well as an awareness of others outside their group. Many thanks to our staff members who support 

mailto:marinescienceprogram@stjohns.k12.fl.us


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NJHS and the Spanish Honor Society ran a joint fundraiser to collect office and pet supplies for K9s for Warriors.  The 

agency was very grateful for our donations and offered club members a tour of their facility! It was a wonderful 

opportunity for VRA to support a local charity and for students to give back to the community. 

************************************************************************** 

First grade did a great job collecting socks and shoes to donate for the drive 

that was being held at VRA.  

This was a great idea as a service learning project hosted by 5th grade. It was 

an opportunity for all of the grade levels to give back and to help others in need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=9MeC4HSu&id=984B4E144E3C5B8F58C90136FCEF8F0807F7ECF5&thid=OIP.9MeC4HSuO_tL6WjwI24elQHaD0&mediaurl=http://i0.wp.com/www.orthospinenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/k9s-for-warriors.png?fit%3d960,495&exph=495&expw=960&q=k9s+for+warriors&simid=608026466907589414&selectedIndex=0


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

Middle School and Elementary Grades Celebrate 

Character Counts on Citizenship 
 

 
Sebastian Roederer, Sanketh Challagulla, Chloe Dresback, Aliya Baghalan, Brianna Doakes, Milan Sharma, Saketh 
Challagulla, Janie Enos, Abby Vernacotola, William Dec, Jacquelyn Schwartz, Brianna Kirkwood, James Santivenere, 
Keegan Mapa, Ty'Asha Hart, Ellie Mirgeaux, Eliza Haggerty, Landon Gebauer, Jaden Edel, Keith Vernon, Matthew Henz, 
Olivia Sykes, Harmony Anderson, Aidan Biscardi, Christine Lowry 
 
 
 

 

Felix Simoneau, 
Jameson Bayliss, 

Bryce Bydlik, 
Brooke Dorow, 

Lilly Hart, 
Landon James, 

Dhiya Prabhakaran, 
Leo Osborne 

 

 

Do you want to know even more going on in and around VRA?  Go to Peachjar 

on the VRA main page.  There you will see this link and can open a free account to see flyers submitted to VRA from 

outside organizations with even more news!    Flyers featured this month:  Flag Football, Free Tennis, After School 

Sports Program, Storytime at YMCA, Learn to Row, Baseball                                                                                                                        

& Softball info, Health & Wellness Fair, Anxiety Management                                                                                                                   

for 6-8 Gr girls, Robotics lab, Art After Schol,                                                                                                                                       

Club Scientific after School, Character counts Run/Walk,                                                                                                                         

Spring Rec Lacrosse, School Crossing Guards needed,                                                                                                                    

SJMSAA Athletic director announcement. 

  

 

Go to Peachjar to view 

community flyers! 

https://www.peachjar.com/index.php?a=28&b=138&region=147531


 
 
First Grade:  Ava Nguyen (Responsibility), Coco Norris, Jiya Chainani, Rowan Leland, Gavin Mieckowski, Kason Ray, 

Adelyn Mumford, Tommy Grehl, Waylon Woods 

 
 

 
2nd grade:  Sarah Dresback, Haley Greer, Xiaofan Cao, Kruz Bonner, Lexi Feintuch, Reid Preusler, Jaxon Cally, Elmin 

Didovic 



 
 

3rd grade--Aubrey Alexander, Ashwin Suresh, Zachary Laguens, Isabelle Aspen, Eli Trinidad, Carly Young, Phoebe Mills, 

Leo Halman 

 
 

 
 
 
 

4th grade: 

Cole Bishop, 

Evangeline Wilson, 

Reagan Manning, 

Emery Brown, 

Christian Mills, 

Tommy Tsoukias, 

Joel Payne 

 

5th grade: 

Ashlyn Nickelson, 

Alec Becker, 

Payton Beasley, 

Juliet Akyol, 

Emma Hancock, 

Ryan Gustavson, 

Lucy Krum 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead January 

 

 

15th: Presentation by Lisa Graff, visiting author, for grades 3 – 8 

17th: 4th grade field study (Pounder, Sandler, Shockey, Corrigan) 

18th: 4th grade field study (Murphy, Sawruk, Weiss) 

18th: 5th grade PBIS reward opportunity: Lunch at the Park  

22nd: PBIS Hawk Store open for 2nd and 3rd grades 

22nd: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm: 6th grade VRA Basketball vs FCA at FCA 

22nd: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm: 7th/8th grade VRA Basketball vs LPA at VRA 

23rd: PBIS Hawk Store open for 4th and 5th grades 

23rd: Theatreworks presentation for grades K – 1 in cafeteria  

23rd: 2:00 pm – 3:30 pm: National Geo Geography Bee  

24th: PBIS Hawk Store open for middle school  

24th: Theatreworks presentation for grades 6 – 8 in cafeteria 

24th: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm: 6th grade VRA Basketball vs MCA at MCA 

24th: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm: 7th/8th grade VRA Basketball vs MMS  

25th: PBIS Hawk Store open for Kindergarten and 1st grade 

25th: Kindergarten field study 

25th: 3rd grade Living Wax Museum  

28th – February 1st: Literacy Week!  

31st: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm: 6th grade VRA Basketball vs FCA at VRA 

31st: 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm: 7th/8th grade VRA Basketball vs GRMS at 
GRMS 

 

 



 
 

 



 



High School Showcase 
January 24, 2019 

3:30-7:00pm 
World Golf Village Convention Center 

 
Did you know that over 40% of all high school students in St. Johns County are enrolled in one or more of our Programs of Choice? 
Programs of Choice provide excellent options for the students of St. Johns County. To help families learn more about the Programs 
of Choice, each high school displays their programs at the St. Johns County School District High School Programs of Choice Showcase.  
 
This year, the High School Showcase will be held Thursday, January 24, 2019 from 3:30 – 7:00 pm at the World Golf Village 
Convention Center. This event highlights Career Academies and specialized programs available to rising 9th and rising 10th grade 
students who live in St. Johns County. All high school programs to which current 8th or 9th graders can apply for next school year 
will have booths to share information. These programs include the Career Academies; Accelerated Programs – International 
Baccalaureate (IB), and Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE); JROTC – Navy, Army and Air Force; and the St. Johns 
County Center for the Arts (SJCCA). Seventh graders and their parents are also welcome to join us as they gather information for 
their future planning. Students can apply to any of these programs no matter which school they are zoned to attend, although some 
program exceptions apply to this process. For example, students will need to apply and audition to be considered for the St. Johns 
County Center for the Arts at St. Augustine High School.  
 
Auditions will be held on Friday, February 15, 2019 at St. Augustine High School. For more information about the audition process, 
go to the St. Johns County Center for the Arts (SJCCA) website. For additional information on program exceptions and 
considerations, please visit the Career Academy of St. Johns website. Families must make transportation arrangements for students 
who attend schools other than their zoned school. Out-of-zone transportation is only provided to students attending St. Johns 
Technical High School. If you are unable attend this event, additional information is available on the Career Academy website. Each 
school also has a video overview of the programs offered at their school. Furthermore, each high school will have an Academy Night 
at their school to allow prospective students to tour the school, visit the classrooms, and hear more in-depth information about the 
programs from teachers, current students and business partners. Academy Nights will all be held at 6:00 pm on the dates and at the 
locations listed below. *St. Johns Technical High School Academy Night begins at 5:30 pm. Jan. 29 – St Augustine & St. Johns Tech 
Jan. 30 – Allen D. Nease Jan. 31- Bartram Trail Feb. 04 – Creekside Feb. 05- Pedro Menendez & Ponte Vedra  
  
Students currently in 8th or 9th grade who wish to enroll in one of the Programs of Choice for the first time MUST apply between 
January 24, 2019 at 8:00 am to February 19, 2019 at 5:00 pm. (Current high school students already in programs do not need to 
reapply.) Current SJCSD students must apply online through the student’s Home Access Center (HAC) and directions can be found at 
on the Career Academies website. Home School, Private School or Virtual School students who are interested in enrolling in a 
Program of Choice at one of the SJCSD high schools next year need to pre-register at the CURRENT zoned school your child would 
have attended in the SJCSD this school year. After registering as a potential student, the currently zoned school will provide you with 
a paper application to complete and return. The due date to apply is still February 19 at 5:00 pm.  
 
Only students residing in St. Johns county are eligible to apply for any of these programs. Students currently not attending a SJCSD 
school need to pre-register. Please visit the school district’s website for the required documentation that you will need for 
preregistration. If accepted into one or more of these Programs of Choice, the family will need to complete the application process 
by bringing additional registration documents (such as transcripts, immunization records, etc.) before the start of the 2019 -2020 
school year. Eligibility to apply to the Career Academies and JROTC Programs is open to all 8th or 9th graders who reside in St. Johns 
County who apply during the application dates. IB and AICE have academic eligibility requirements as they are accelerated academic 
programs. Teacher Recommendations Forms must be submitted to the IB or AICE Coordinators at the schools for which the student 
is applying by Feb. 19th .  
 
Each Program of Choice has a limited number of space for new students, so applying does not guarantee acceptance in to a 
program. An automated lottery system is used to select the students who will be accepted. All families will receive email 
notifications by the end of February as to whether their child has been accepted into one or more programs or not for the next 
school year. By law, students of active military parents receive additional consideration to Programs of Choice. Active military 
parents of applicants should go to their child’s current school office before February 19th and show their military card to the 
officestaff to have their military expiration date updated in the student’s eSchool records. For questions about the SJCSD Programs 
of Choice that cannot be found on the website, please contact our office at 904-547-4870. 



 
 

 

 

The St. Johns Education Association is pleased to present the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., essay 

and poster contest. We work with the Dr. Martin Luther King Celebration 

Committee of St. Johns County to celebrate the life and works of this  

American hero. 

 

Important dates for the essay and poster contest, as well as the awards 

ceremony, are listed below. Details and rules for the essay and poster contest 

follow on the next two pages. 

Essays and posters due on January 22, 2019 by 5:00 pm to the SJEA office: 1260 N. Ponce De 

Leon Blvd., Suite D, St. Augustine, 32084.  Late essays and posters will not be accepted. 

Essay and poster judging will take place January 22, 2019. SJEA will notify all contest winners. 

The awards ceremony for essay and poster contest winners will be held on Wednesday, February 

13th, 2019, 6:00 p.m.  

The ceremony will be held in the Fullerwood auditorium, 

10 Hildreth Street, St. Augustine, FL, 32084  

 

 

 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Essay Eligibility 

There are three categories for essay entries: Grades 4-5, 6-8, and 9-12 

Essay Criteria 

The essay must be typed or handwritten in ink by the student (exception - students with special 

accommodations).  

 

A cover sheet containing the name of the participant, complete home address, school, grade, teacher, 

and telephone number must accompany the essay. Use word count to include the number of words on 

your cover sheet.  

 

The writing should be focused, on topic, have a logical, organized pattern; and have ample development 

of supporting ideas using a mature command of the language for appropriate grade level. The essay must 

be the student’s original work. This is not a biography of Dr. Martin Luther King; the writing should 

reflect the aforementioned theme.  

 

Teachers, please send the top three essays from each class to SJEA by Tuesday, January 22, 2019. You 

may send the essays the SJEA office (address above).  SJEA and the MLK Celebration Committee will 

choose three finalists from all entries to determine the winners in each grade category.   

 

Length of Essay  

Students in Grades 4 – 5:  200 - 400 words with bibliography (if applicable)  

Students in Grades 6 – 8:  400 - 600 words with bibliography (if applicable)  

Students in Grades 9 – 12: 600 - 800 words with bibliography (if applicable)  

 

Essay Awards 

First, second, and third place winners from each grade level will win Barnes and Noble gift cards 

 Poster Criteria  

There are four grades eligible to participate in the poster contest:  

Grades K, 1, 2, and 3 

 All posters must be about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and reflect this year’s theme (see heading) 

 Posters shall be judged at each participating school 

 Each participating school will choose four semi-finalists Semi-finalists’ posters must be delivered to 

the SJEA office (address above) 

 Each semi-finalist’s poster MUST include the student’s full name, grade, teacher, and school 

 Each semi-finalist will receive a certificate at the awards ceremony.  SJEA and the MLK 

Celebration Committee will award overall winners for first, second, and third place. 

 

Poster Awards 

First, second, and third place overall winners will win Barnes and Noble gift cards 

 

Questions? Contact Lori Burchfield, SJEA 2
nd

 Vice-President, at Lori.Burchfield@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

 

 

mailto:Lori.Burchfield@stjohns.k12.fl.us


 

 
 



 

More Holiday Memories from 2018 

The elementary school students had a joyous time getting to see and participate in a sing along and watch an amazing 

performance from Mrs. Knoblauch and the Voices of the Valley chorus. It is always a special treat when we are invited to 

special performance put on by our own talented VRA students.  
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WE TRULY APPRECIATE OUR STAFF! 

 

Mrs. Kovacs’ 1st grade class made greeting cards especially for our hard working maintenance crew at VRA!   The class 

made and decorated Holiday cards with a little note of appreciation and of course a special treat to go along.  We LOVE 

our Maintenance staff!  Congrats to Mr. Vega our support staff employee of the year! 

 

Thank you to Mr. Mark and our P.E. teachers for letting VRA have the opportunity to participate in 

a live field study and fitness adventure with Mr. Mark!  

The kids had a fun time showing off their fitness and learning how Mr. Mark got his start to his 

career path.  



STAY FIT VRA! And Never stop moving :)  

 

  

 



 

 

 



FUN IS ELEMENTARY! 
Kindergarten, first, and second graders participated in a well-earned 

field day before the holiday break. The K-2nd graders have been 
working hard to save up their positive behavior HAWK BUCKS to 

purchase this $25 reward. 

Thank you to all of the parent volunteers that participated in 
helping with a field day station. 

The PBIS team had the most participants yet in this quarterly 
reward. Each student was given a sports arm sweat band as an entry 
prize and had the option of cooling off with an ice pop during their 

activity time!   WHAT A FUN TIME!!!! 
 

 

 

 



FIRST GRADE FIELD STUDY 

First grade visited the Alligator Farm as one of their field studies. They 
learned so many great facts about reptiles and habitats of all kinds of living 
creatures. We had an opportunity to learn how they reproduce and how 
reptiles look like their parents.  

 
 

Here are some fun facts and things the 1st graders learned on their trip: 

 -An albino alligator appears to be white in coloring and does not like the sun 

 -Not all alligators have very sharp teeth to eat meat 

 -Some crocodiles are cute 

 -Alligators and crocodiles come in all different sizes (we even saw a dwarf alligator) 

 -snakes squeeze their prey to eat them 

 -baby reptiles look lie their parents 

 -sometimes an animal will take care of another animal when it does not have a parent 

 -riding the bus is exciting 

 -you can view reptiles underwater 



  

THE BUS RIDE…. AND CHAPERONES…                                                GROUPS….AND VOLUNTEERS 

  



 

REPTILES AND UNDERWATER VIEWING 

 



 



 



 



 


